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ing of all her novels ; and its fundamental dif-
ference from the higher Christian teaching lies
in this, that it asserts the part to be greater and
more complete than the whole ; that it asserts
those human hopes, and loves, and enthusiasms
which Christianity has developed for us, and
bequeathed to us, to be in reality complete in
themselves, and clogged and weighted only, not
supported by, what were once supposed to be
their divine foundations.

This fact, as we have said before, is probably
little suspected by the majority of George Eliot's
readers. These carry with them the lamp of
their own religion into that tender but gloomy
world into which the author leads them ; and do
not perceive what the only light is, with which
it would be else provided. They have them-
selves supplied what is wanting before they have
felt the want. And they' have imagined that
the beliefs which they do not find dwelt upon,
have been pre-supposed as true, instead of being
studiously ignored as false. But if we would
really see George Eliot in all her full signifi-
cance, we must not close our eyes thus. If we
do, we shall not only miss the one thing which
she has renounced much to teach us ; but we